
WACO REGIONAL  

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

CELEBRATION 
 

  Waco Regional Baptist Association    
  will observe its 150th Anniversary on  
  Tuesday, October 26 at First Baptist    

  Church, Waco.   
 

Noted Christian humorist and Baylor graduate Dennis Swanberg headlines 
the event.  Kurt Kaiser, renowned pianist and composer, will provide music.   
 
The celebration service begins at 7:00 pm and is free 
and open to the public. 
A brief business session begins at 5:00 pm.  A recep-
tion will follow at 5:30 with the sesquicentennial sup-
per held at 6:00 pm. 
 
Paul Stripling will release Turning Points in the History 
of the Waco Regional Baptist Association, 1860-2010 
at the event.  The former WRBA executive director will 
be available to sign his book during the reception.   
 
The Association began with nine congregations in 
1860, including Blue Ridge; Bold Springs (later First 
Baptist, West); Bosque (later Bosqueville); Caddo; Cow Bayou; First Baptist, 
Marlin; First Baptist, Waco; Union Springs; and White Rock (later Chalk 
Bluff). 
 
Today, the group of voluntarily cooperating churches numbers more than 
135. The goal remains to extend and embody the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The meal costs $7.00, and places must be reserved in advance.  For reser-
vations or additional information, call 254-753-2408 or visit  
http://www.wacoregionalbaptistassociation.org 
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE  

DIRECTOR: 
 

The closure of Operation Assist that was mandated by  
circumstances beyond our control is allowing us to do a 
thorough study of how best to address hunger in 
McLennan County and beyond.  The Community  
Ministries Team has accepted this challenge and is 
engaged in an extensive effort to learn what is  
currently being done by churches, ministries,  
agencies, and individuals to address hunger in our 
community.  Rather than make a knee-jerk reaction to this challenge that could 
prove near-sighted and inadequate, the Team has chosen to make as  
comprehensive effort as possible to assess the situation and propose a  
far-sighted approach to helping end hunger in the communities that form the  
context of ministry for WRBA churches.  Although this will take time, the end  
result will be much stronger and long lasting.  Please pray for the Community  
Ministry Team members as they give of themselves sacrificially in this process.  
Your input is also welcome.  Please address any ideas you may have to me at  
associate@wacoregionalbaptistassociation.org. 
 

In addition to dealing with transition in our approach to addressing hunger, the 
Community Ministries Team is engaged in considering transition toward a true 
Restorative Justice Ministry as well as carefully considering the most strategic 
approach to ministry among students on the campuses of McLennan Community 
College and Texas State Technical College.  A measure of frustration always 
comes with waiting, but we are convinced that time taken now will prove to be  
the best way to ensure long term impact.  Thank you for praying for us during  
this intense time of research, prayer, and strategic discussion.  If I may ever  
answer any questions you may have about WRBA community ministries, please 
feel free to contact me.  It is a joy to serve the churches of Waco Regional Baptist 
Association. 
 

In Him, 
Dane Fowlkes 
(254) 753-2408 

…...No Need Among You 

Including the Excluded Conference 

October 28-30, 2010 

 

The annual ―No Need Among You Conference,‖ to be held this year in Waco on 

October 28-30, has just confirmed our best group yet of national speakers ad-

dressing Christian community development. Co-sponsored by Mission Waco, 

Baylor School of Social Work, Texas Baptists (BGCT), and Crestview Church of 

Christ, the Texas ―regional conference‖ brings churches, faith-based organiza-

tions and other non-profits who work among the poor together to learn how be 

more effectively serve, include and empower the lower-income and marginalized 

of our cities.  
 

You will be able to choose from over 25 workshops about various topics such as: 

Ruby Payne’s nationally acclaimed training on ―Framework for Understanding 

Poverty‖, Mental Health and the Church, Homelessness, Addiction, Urban Chil-

dren and Youth Programs, Community Organizing, Affordable Housing, Global 

Economic Development, Job Training, Establishing and Maturing a Non-Profit 

Organization, Church Assessments, Recruiting and Sustaining Volunteers, and 

Financial Literacy. 
 

For more information visit http://www.bgct.org/TexasBaptists/Page.aspx?&pid=6121 

mailto:associate@wacoregionalbaptistassociation.org


What is Be the 
Change? 
 

Be the Change is an annual 
student-led event designed to 
offer the Baylor community an  
intentional look at how God is 
working around the globe. Be 
the Change provides numer-
ous learning opportunities 
including a keynote speaker, 
breakout sessions, guest  
 mission  practitioners, missions organizations, and cross-culture events. Stay 

tuned for how you can be a part of this year's Be the Change!  
 
What is the Theme for This Year's Be the Change? This year's Be the Change 
will focus on urban and community ministry. For more information go to  

http://www.baylor.edu/spirituallife/index.php?id=53955 

  The Christian Women’s Job Corps      
  is currently looking for volunteers to    
  participate in the Journey Partner  
  Program.  A Journey Partner is a    
  woman from the community who 

forms a relationship with one of the women in the program to help encourage her 
along her journey.  Journey Partners meet once a week for an hour over the period 
of one year.  This important program helps provide our women the opportunity to 
build a healthy relationship that fosters spiritual and personal growth through 
prayer, accountability, fellowship, and encouragement.  Our next informational 
meeting is Saturday August 28

th
 from 10:00 am to 11:00 am at the Christian 

Women’s Job Corps located on the campus of the Methodist  Children’s 
Home.   Also, there will be a Journey Partner Training 
Seminar on September 11

th
 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at 

CWJC.  Please call Elaine George at (254) 757-0416 to 
register or for more information. 
 
P.S. Don’t forget Baskets of Hope!! 

                                  Wondering What To Do…… 

                                     With Your 5th Sunday Hunger Ministry Donation 
 

                                             Due to the closure of Operation Assist and the necessary               
                                       restructuring of our approach to Hunger Ministry, churches 
are either encouraged to make their donation of collected food items to another 
ministry such as The Shepherd's Heart or a monetary contribution to WRBA  
Hunger Ministry.  100% of the donations will be used directly to feed the hungry.   

HEART OF TEXAS NACBA CHAPTER 

September 9th, 2010 
11:30 – 1:00 pm  Lunch $10 at the door 

Guest Speaker – Bruce Fite, CCFM 
Certified Church Facility Manager 

“Cutting costs during hard economic times” 
 

Hosted by Scott Tally 
Crestview Church of Christ 

7129 Delhi, Waco, Texas 76712                                

PLEASE RSVP BY Sept 8th for LUNCH to  
hotchapter@gmail.com 

mailto:hotchapter@gmail.com


Welcome to two new pastors in our Association.   
 

Jeff Huckeby —- Grace Temple 
Matt Snowden —- FBC Waco 

WELCOME 

Continue to Pray for WRBA Pastorless Churches 
 

Oak Grove, El Calvario, FBC Elm Mott,  
Downsville, Harris Creek, Seventh and James, North Waco Baptist Church 

Greetings from George W. Truett Theological Seminary! Truett is 
committed to providing its students with sound academic and spiri-
tual development, coupled with encouraging them to engage the 
Waco community. We believe that finding a church home is a cru-
cial part of the seminary student's spiritual growth and development 
as they learn and grow academically. 
 

That is why on Tuesday, September 14 we will host our first-annual 
church fair for our students. We extend a warm invitation to the 
churches within the Waco Baptist Association to attend and provide 
our students with more information regarding ministries they might 
become a part of within and around Waco. 
 

We encourage you to bring any material that you might have on 
your church's ministries, opportunities for involvement, or even 

members who would be willing to engage in conversation with our students. Our students 
have much to offer the surrounding churches and our hope is that your presence will en-
courage them to make a prayerful and intentional decision about which church they should 
become a part of. 
 

The fair will be held from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm, during which time the students will be able to 
enjoy a box lunch while learning more about your church. The church fair is free for 
churches. If you are interested in participating, please RSVP.  To RSVP, or to find out more 
information, please contact Claire Hein at (254) 710- 6072. 
 

Sincerely, 
Grear Howard 



September 20-21, 2010 

Dr. William Willimon 

 
Bishop of the United Methodist Church and former Dean of Chapel  

and Professor of Christian Ministry at Duke University 

 

To register online, follow this link: http://www.baylor.edu/truett/convocation 
 

For questions regarding the Convocation and Workshop, please email the Center for Effec-
tive Preaching at: preaching@baylor.edu . 

The Kyle Lake Center for  

Effective Preaching at Truett Seminary 

Proudly Presents: 
The 2010 Fall  

Preaching Convocation &Workshop 

  Fall Senior Day @ 

          Latham Springs 
 

      September 16th  8:30 a.m. 

          Come and enjoy  

             Worship, Bible Study  

                   and Fellowship. 

       $7.00 includes lunch 
For more information call 254-694-3689 

 

Waco Community Hymn Sing 2010 
Sunday, September 19 – 7:00 p.m.     Ferrell Center at Baylor University 

 

Sunday, September 19 
Dinner at Ferrell Center – 5:30 p.m. 

Waco Community Hymn Sing – 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Special Guests: 

Steve Green – Singer and Song Writer (Emcee) 
David Crowder – Contemporary Worship Leader 

Melinda Doolittle – Singer, 2007 American Idol finalist 
Kurt Kaiser – Pianist/Composer/Arranger 

David Hamilton – Conductor/Composer/Arranger 
For more information contact Chuck Bridwell  

by calling 752-1655 or e-mailing at chuck.bridwell@cabcwaco.org. 

Pastors’ Conference October 6th!  
 

Great Hall at Truett Seminary.   
The cost for the meal  is $5.00. 

 
Please RSVP by  Sept 29.  

 

To register contact the WRBA office at 
admin@wacoregionalbaptistassociation.org or call 753-2408 

 
The Ivy Square Shopping Center is gone along with our parking lot that was behind the 

center!!   Fortunately, Baylor has made arrangements for the WRBA Pastors Conference 

attendees to use the Old Main Best Western parking lot directly across Dutton Street from 

our Paul Powell chapel from 11:30 - 1:30 on the Wednesday’s when we have our lunches.  

http://www.baylor.edu/content/services/email_link.aspx?l=fFNAYxYZYFAVXX1aVxNO
mailto:preaching@baylor.edu?subject=Fall20Convocation%20&%20Workshop
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